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Lower CIURCH IN MIDTOWN

is a quaint little building with a cross on top. On a riny morning,
a tiger-striped cat noses at the door trying to get in, Even the kitty

knowsitissome type of sanctuary, or safe place. Women at acrossroads

come here to DeNeuwville Learning Center to equip themselves for

changes in their liv

® “It is a quict place

crowded and noisy

:s—It is a safe place for them to learn and grow

ional center it i

In a larger school or voc

and they are not able to concentrate on me. Here,

they take time and help. I am not in a competition here. | learn at

my own pace,” said Tamka Tkaghara, a refugee from Nigeria assisted
by Catholic Charitics. # The learning center is a metamorphosis

of the ministry of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd of Memphis,

Formerly, they worked with reenage
girls through the DeNewville |eights

School for girls which clused in 197 due

o fimancial and sraffing issues. Afrer
nearly 1o years in che cit the Bishop
Steib,
encouriged the gisters o stay in town
T
wenmen wanting to make a difference in
108, with son

of Memphis, the Most Revw e

cir mission was redireered to focus on
their lives. In e bl from
th
Hygo Dickinson Street was renovared and

Assisi Fou

the program started

Wi keep changing the program
o gccommodare student needs,” said
Sister Lakshmie Napagoda, dirccror of
L 3eNewville, "We have chosen not to
partner with some agencies becamse we

on't want women coming here just be
cutise they are sent here. We want them
o be here hecause they want ro make a
change™

Classes include typing. keyboarding,
comypniter applications, nro ta PCs,

intro o the Internet, computer A« cer

o language

preparation, job sear

sewing, paren

. Anger ma

and individual and couple cou
Smull clissrooms, day and nighe class-

kb

for a $1g registration foe and the cost of

e andd inddividual eurors are all av

hooks, The school boases 8 106 percent
plavement rate, with all of its gradustes
finding cployment and some going on
o college

“1t is just a gobd mine, | come from
Thuckgs

computer skills. T am working roward o

e

foby as 2 bank teller, but after | complete

Students, [esnine
Messer, Tamia thaghara,
amd Brenda Lindsey lesrn
computer shills.

This Article

wy coarses, | could get a job in an office
7 said Jeannine Messer. “When
and the Mexible schedules,

anywhen
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I saw the ©
| knew this was right for me. When | ger

a job, I can seill come at n and com-

plete more courses

Ihe range of clisses aderesses ot
only women facing carcer changes, bur
at-risk populations as well, giving coun
sel and tools oo handle life ssves as well

as educational issues.

A new literacy program an DeNeuville
calledl Muthereadd, sccomplishes several

st off clanrer ol rarres
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goak. It reinforces reading and lan
guage skills, reacher values, encourages
Banding and initiates  love of reading
in children. A book focusing on valucs
or issues pertinent to families, such as

bonding, safety, or preparation for a new
child, is read with mams in class. They
dhiscuss the book, emphasize values and
relate subject matter o personal esues

e cabbesert SO aiteeede
recd cpacrce it

reodeeral eorg, e peri

e corrtor aarveat are arer

atezct cJe. Py

thoe flerl l ~trreer e rrenrton,

in their lves. Participy
hame and reac

s take the book
their children, then
come back and share their experience
with athers in the class

I'he center carries an average of
about 8o students 3 semester and uper
ates with 13 part-time volunteers, seven
part-time staff, and Sr. Lakshmie, the
Full-vime directoe. Instructons and valun,
teers inchide newly retired teachers or

instructons wanting b work part time or

give hack in some way

he women bere are an inspiration
o me,” saded Margaret Pongerri, ESL in
structor six years and formerly o teacher
with the school for girls, “Their lives are

not easy, but they come here each day

with smiles on their faces. T recerve more
than | give.”

Jubin Tater, PID, an inchustrial py
chologist and early retinee feom FedEs,
started volu

he center in Jan

appeared in
Memphis Woman

uary. Hater learned abour the program
Fromm a notboe in his church bullesin and
has found it to be a nice fit for his skills

and experience gained kn the corporate

sector. e has developed a testing pro
gram for students o benchmark their
level of education and diagneose their
instructional needs

“Wie have developed s rutorial to as-
sist with the vesting because loes of our
students haven't ever completed a vest,
musch bess worked oo o computer, Afier
they've been here 3 while we can retest
them for GED readiness. The evaluarbon
component helps us with the statisrics
aeeded for grant writing,” he sid

Grants, donations and fundraisers
generate the money to run the center,
DieMeuville holds several fundraisers
throughout the year inchuding a golf
tournament, win

anid cheese event and
auction, o cookbook sale, and 8 mother’s
day gift basker sale. Year round efforts,
wich a8 penny ¢

o amd cancelled

commemorative stanip deives sdow

hring i rewarls for the indhistrious
gronip
A cnlbector from Canada gives us

$30 per pound foe the » saiel S
Laklvmie. “Anil, so far, we have col
lected aver 19,500 perinies this year. It

akdy up.”
Seudent Harbars Southwell, s ver
eran of several DeN

ville compater
elusses, can be seen climbing the stairs
with jars of pennies. She came to the
conter o broaden ber range of skills
after beeoming wiempluyed

“I've probably lesemerd more abogs
imysell than | huve showt the comparer,
she saiel “1 e 2 par-time job aow aned
the first $ from each check goes hack
here. My dream is w become rich ancd

attend DeNsuville because they want be make 3
change im their Gees.

Farmats and set up an endowment for
DeNeuwille."

One stuthent in an ESL class, Ne-
reida Caroling Rocue, broughe in s
pamphlet for transkation and counsel
frum her instrucion, Pongerri. Trwas
o 4 doeal ch

itx She wanted to see
i it-was legitimate so she could give
back as well

This spirie pervades the center,
with students kearning genermmity by
example

T s ny

ring
wirh the mission

ek at a place
YeNeuville," vaid
Malcolm Prart, computer teacher

“There isa holistic approsch — they
are trying b0 help so many it so many

ways "W

v

Volumteer Margaret

Browm, right, tesches
‘seience class bo Jessica
Dlsom, left, and Indita



